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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following typographical error: on line 4, "said 
dynamic" appears to be —said dynamic node-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bernstein et al. 
(US 6,404,236 Bl). 

Regarding claim 10, Bernstein et al. discloses, in Fig. 2, a dynamic logic circuit having an 
output (output of 23) and a complementary output (OUTPUT) comprising: 

a dynamic node (28);precharge circuitry (24) coupled to said dynamic node for 
precharging the dynamic node to a logic one during a precharge cycle of a clock signal (CLOCK 
INPUT); 

a logic tree (21) coupled to said dynamic node for evaluating said dynamic node to a 
logic one or a logic zero in response to combinations of logic states of plurality of logic inputs 
coupled to said logic tree during an evaluation cycle of said clock signal; 
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static logic circuitry (26) for latching a logic state of said dynamic node and holding said 
logic state during said precharge cycle of said clock signal, wherein said static logic circuitry 
generates said output (via feedback signal) and said complementary output (OUTPUT); and 

a keeper circuit (23) having a power supply terminal coupled to a power supply voltage 
(Vdd), a keeper input (gate of 23) coupled to said complementary output and a keeper output 
(drain of 23) coupled to said dynamic node, wherein said keeper output reinforces a first logic 
(HIGH) state of said dynamic node only when said dynamic node evaluates to a logic one and 
said output transitions to a logic zero. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Bernstein et al. discloses, in Fig. 2, that said keeper circuit 
comprises a P channel field effect transistor (col. 3, lines 50+) having a gate terminal coupled to 
said complementary output, a source terminal coupled to said power supply terminal and a drain 
terminal coupled to said keeper output. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.G. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bernstein et 
al. (US 6,404,236 Bl) in view of Sprague et al. (US 6,496,038 Bl). 
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As applied previously, Bernstein et al. teaches all the features of the claimed invention, 
with the exception of teaching the claimed static output logic circuitry. 

However, Sprague et al. teaches the static output logic circuitry to provide a static signal 
from a dynamic node and acts as an interface between dynamic and static environments. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to have provided the domino logic circuitry of Bernstein et al. with the static output 
logic circuitry at the dynamic node as taught by Sprague et al. in order to provide an interface 
between dynamic and static environments. 

As for the recitations, a data processing system, a CPU, a memory, and a plurality of 
dynamic logic circuits, it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a 
claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a 
prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 
1647 (1987). Also, see Chu et al. (US 5,852,373). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel D. Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272-1801. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael J. Tokar can be reached on (571) 272-1812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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